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Juniata River Canal Driving Trail

Embark on a journey through time, nature, and one of the most
remarkable engineering feats of the early 19th century, the
Pennsylvania Mainline Canal system.

This 125-mile scenic driving trail along Route 22 William Penn
Highway explores Pennsylvania’s heritage from the 1789
Clark’s Ferry Tavern to Hollidaysburg and the Allegheny Ridge
Portage. Travel through landscapes that narrate stories of
ambition, innovation, and thriving communities from 1829 to
the late 1890s.

Each stop offers a unique window into the past, with photo
opportunities, scenic hiking trails, and interpretive signage
that enriches your experience. Discover the canal’s impressive
engineering feats and learn about its lasting influence on local
communities, the economy, and cultural heritage.

Embark on more than just a scenic drive—follow in the
footsteps of pioneers and visionaries, experiencing Central
Pennsylvania’s beauty and the enduring legacy of the
Pennsylvania Mainline Canal.

Welcome to the Juniata Division of the Pennsylvania Canal
trail-where every mile tells a story.

ABOVE: Commissioned by the First National Bank, Mifflintown, 1952, Harrison Frerichs
captured the canal scene between Mifflintown and Mifflin (Patterson)in 1845.

COVER: “The Lewistown Narrows in 1840,” by Harrison Frerich, circa 1955, features
the canal park in Mifflintown.
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The Juniata River Canal Tour covers six counties in Central
. Pennsylvania. These orgamzatmns proved |nf0rmat|0nforth|stour
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for more information and links including
“Canalin the Mountains” written by Scott D. Heberling.

Visit
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7. Mount Union | Kistler
Sharrar House

(MOUNT UNION HISTORICAL SOCIETY)
8 W. WATER ST., MOUNT UNION, PA 17066

The Sharrar House, built by John Sharrar, once housed
a store serving canal travelers and workers, with living
quarters above. Now operated by the Mount Union
Historical Society, it features rotating exhibits of canal-
era artifacts. To schedule a tour, call (814) 542-2534.

Public parking, picnic area

8. Huntingdon
Downtown Huntingdon Murals

(ON BACK OF MUDDY RUN TAVERN)
708 WASHINGTON ST., HUNTINGDON, PA 16652

Explore Huntingdon’s rich history through vibrant canal-themed murals downtown. Commissioned by the
Huntingdon County Arts Council, these murals celebrate the town’s heritage and culture.

Public parking, wheelchair accessible

Blair Park 105 penn st., HunTiNgDON, PA 16652

Visit Blair Park to explore the transition from canals to
railroads, where the canal, railroad, and highway once
ran side by side. The Stone Arch Bridge now marks the
site of a former canal aqueduct.

Public parking, interpretive signage

Portstown Park
842 PENN ST., HUNTINGDON, PA 16652

Portstown Park, along Penn Street,
offers a walking loop, skatepark,
fishing pier, and a mural celebrating
the Juniata Canal and JC Blair, founder
of Blair Paper Company.

EAANSE

Public parking, interpretive signage,
restrooms, wheelchair accessible,
walking trail
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U.S. Hotel Tavern
401 S. JUNIATA ST., HOLLIDAYSBURG, PA 16648

Imagine yourself as a canal traveler at the U.S. Hotel Tavern
in Hollidaysburg. Built in 1835 to serve travelers along the
Pennsylvania Canal, it now offers dining, live music, and
event hosting. Visit www.ushoteltavern.com/events

for details.

9. Alexandria
Hartslog Heritage MuSeum 311 main st., ALEXANDRIA, PA 16611

Visit the Hartslog Heritage Museum on the second floor of the
Alexandria Memorial Public Library. Explore over 4,000 artifacts,
including canal relics like boat windows and a model lift lock. Open
the first Sunday of each month or by appointment.

Public parking, restrooms, wheelchair accessible, dining

12, Gallitzin
Allegheny Portage Railroad National Historic Site

110 FEDERAL PARK RD., GALLITZIN, PA 16641

Public parking, interpretive signage, wheelchair accessible

Alexandria Canal Park & Lockhouse
316 SHELTON AVE., ALEXANDRIA, PA 16611

Step back in time at Alexandria Canal Park & Lockhouse. While the Lockhouse is a private residence, you
can admire it from a respectful distance. The linear canal park, managed by the Hartslog Museum and the
Borough, extends to Bridge Street and commemorates this historic canal stop. Public parking

The construction and operation of the Allegheny Portage
Railroad National Historic Site was one of the greatest
engineering feats of the 19th century. It permitted canal
boats to travel over the Allegheny Mountains to the
Conemaugh River and continue west. The site features
a visitor center, restored Lemon House tavern, hands-

on exhibits, and full-scale models in the Engine House
Interpretive Building.

10. Williamsburg

The Lower Trail Mount Etna Station
LAT. 40.520354, LONG. -78.172071

The Juniata River Canal helped the Mt Etna iron furnace
fortunes rise since it dramatically sped up the delivery of its
products to Pittsburgh. The old canal bed and subsequent
railroad route have been reclaimed and turned into the Lower
Trail (rhymes with flower.) Stone remnants from the canal
days are still visible at Willow Dam, at a railroad bridge built
on canal aqueduct piers, and at the foundation of the lock
tender’s house.

11. Hollidaysburg

Canal Basin Park 101 canaL st., HoLLIDAYSBURG, PA 16648

Step back in time and uncover the fascinating history of
this once bustling hub of commerce and innovation. View
areplica of the lock mechanisms and experience life along
the canal through historic displays and interactive exhibits.
The National Park Service offers engaging and informative
Heritage Hikes through the area.

Public parking, interpretive signage, wheelchair
accessible, picnic area, restrooms, walking trails

13. Portage
Portage Station Museum

(HOME OF THE PORTAGE AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY)
400 LEE ST., PORTAGE, PA 15946

Whether you start or finish the trail here, this museum will
explain how travelers continued west once they reached
the end of the Juniata River Canal System. Learn how
travelers once transitioned from canal boats to trains, a
crucial step in westward journeys. Housed in a restored
1926 railroad depot, the museum showcases the area’s
industrial roots in coal mining and railroads. Exhibits and
events are hosted by the Portage Area Historical Society.
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PORTAGE STATION MUSEUM

Public parking, interpretive signage, restrooms,

Publi king, int ti i , wheelchai ible, . -
ublic parking, interpretive signage, wheelchair accessible S b air hfbbssible

picnic area, walking trail



